
Home Maintenance Guide & Checklist

Protect Your Investment

Your home is one of the largest investments you'll ever make. Just like changing the oil in your
vehicle, routine home maintenance helps prevent costly repairs, extends the life of your home's
systems, improves energy efficiency, and protects your family's comfort and safety. Most
maintenance tasks take only a few minutes and can help you avoid unexpected breakdowns, water
damage, poor indoor air quality, and premature equipment replacement. By staying on top of these
simple items throughout the year, you'll keep your home operating at its best and preserve its value
for years to come. Use this checklist as a guide to help you stay organized and keep your home in
excellent condition.

Coastal Carolina Homeowner Tips
Living near the coast offers many benefits, but it also presents unique maintenance challenges.
High humidity, salt air, heavy rains, and seasonal storms can place additional stress on your
home's systems and exterior surfaces. A few minutes of preventative maintenance today can save
thousands of dollars in repairs tomorrow.

■ Change HVAC filters regularly to maintain indoor air quality and system efficiency.

■ Keep indoor humidity between 45% and 55% to help prevent mold and mildew growth.

■ Inspect exterior caulking annually around windows, doors, and siding penetrations.

■ Clean gutters and downspouts at least twice per year and after major storms.

■ Lubricate garage door components every 3–6 months to combat salt-air corrosion.

■ Inspect roof shingles and flashing after severe weather events.

■ Check crawl spaces and attics periodically for signs of moisture intrusion.

Monthly
■ HVAC Air Filter – Check monthly; replace every 1–3 months

■ Range Hood Filter – Clean every 1–3 months

■ Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Detectors – Test operation

■ Water Softener Salt Level – Check and refill as needed

■ Inspect Under Sinks & Toilets – Look for leaks

■ Inspect Around Water Heater for Leaks

■ Check Exterior Doors and Windows for Weather Seal Damage

Every 3–6 Months
■ Refrigerator Water Filter – Replace

■ Ice Maker Filter – Replace



■ Garbage Disposal – Clean and deodorize

■ Bathroom Exhaust Fans – Vacuum and clean

■ Refrigerator Condenser Coils – Vacuum and clean

■ Washing Machine – Run cleaning cycle

■ Dryer Vent – Inspect and clean

■ Clean Outdoor HVAC Condenser Unit

■ Inspect Attic for Signs of Moisture or Pests

Annually
■ Schedule HVAC Professional Service

■ Flush Water Heater

■ Replace Whole-House Water Filter (if applicable)

■ Test GFCI/AFCI Outlets

■ Lubricate Garage Door Hinges, Rollers, Bearings & Springs

■ Clean Gutters and Downspouts

■ Pressure Wash Exterior Surfaces

■ Inspect Exterior Caulking Around Windows & Doors

■ Inspect Roof, Flashing, and Roof Penetrations

■ Check Decks, Porches, and Railings for Loose Fasteners

■ Inspect Crawl Space for Moisture Issues

Every 2–5 Years
■ Well Water Testing (if applicable)

■ Professional Dryer Vent Cleaning

■ Deep Clean Carpets

■ HVAC Duct Inspection

■ Septic Tank Pumping (every 3–5 years)

Typical Replacement Intervals
■ Water Heater: 8–12 years

■ Garbage Disposal: 8–12 years

■ Dishwasher: 8–12 years

■ Microwave: 8–10 years

■ Refrigerator: 10–15 years

■ HVAC System: 12–20 years

■ Smoke Detectors: Replace every 10 years

■ Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Replace every 5–10 years

A Message from Kinlaw Homes
At Kinlaw Homes, our commitment to quality extends beyond the day we hand over the keys.
Regular maintenance helps protect your investment, preserve your home's value, improve energy
efficiency, and provide years of dependable performance for your family. If you have questions



about your home's systems or maintenance requirements, our team is always happy to help.


